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him to abide with them. He was not insensible to their tears; but
motives of greater weight obliged him not to regard them on this occasion.
St Gregory, seeing himself at liberty, rejoiced in his happiness, as he
expressed himself some time after to a friend in these words: "What
advantages have not I found in the jealousy of my enemies 1 They have
delivered me from the fire of Sodom by drawing me from the dangers
of the episcopal charge."1 This treatment was the recompense with
which men rewarded the labours and merit of a saint whom they ought
to have sought in the remotest corners of the earth: but that city was
not worthy to possess so great and holy a pastor. He had in that short
time brought over the chief part of its inhabitants to the Catholic faith,
as appears from his works and from St Ambrose.2 He had conquered the
obstinacy of heretics by meekness and patience, and thought it a sufficient
revenge for their former persecutions that he had it in his power to
chastise them.8 The Catholics he induced to show the same moderation
towards them, and exhorted them to serve Jesus Christ by taking a Christian
revenge of them, the bearing their persecutions with patience and the over-
coming evil with good.4 Besides establishing the purity of faith, he had
begun a happy reformation of manners among the people; and much
greater fruits were to be expected from his zealous labours. Nectarius,
who succeeded him, was a soft man, and by no means equal to such a charge.
Before the election of Nectarius, Gregory left the city and returned to
Nazianzum. In that retirement he composed the poem on his own life,
particularly dwelling on what he had done at Constantinople to obviate
the scandalous slanders which were published against him. He laboured
to place a bishop at Nazianzum, but was hindered by the opposition of
many of the clergy. Sickness obliged him to withdraw soon after to
Arianzum, probably before the end of the year 381. In his solitude he
testifies5 that he regretted the absence of his friends, though he seemed
insensible to everything else of this world. To punish himself for super-
fluous words (though he had never spoken to the disparagement of any
neighbour) he, in 382, passed the forty days of Lent in absolute silence.
In his desert he never refused spiritual advice to any that resorted to him
for it. In his paraenetic poem to St Olympias he lays down excellent
rules for the conduct of married women. Among other precepts, he says,
*' In the first place, honour God; then respect your husband as the eye
of your life, for he is to direct your conduct and actions. Love only
him; make him your joy and your comfort. Take care never to give
him any occasion of offence or disgust. Yield to him in kis anger;
comfort and assist him in his pains and afflictions, speaking to him with
sweetness and tenderness, and making him prudent and modest remon-
strances at seasonable times. It is not by violence and strength that
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